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       Ray Frase is the new di-

rector of our mentoring pro-

gram. Ray has taken on the 

position and added his spin 

on it. Its called òno turner left 

behindó. Not only will he as-

sure that new members have 

a mentoring opportunity, he 

nearly tackles them and in-

sists on it, until they say òI 

giveó and start learning with 

a seasoned turner.  

      He has taken òno turner 

left behindó to a new level, as 

well.  He requests that any-

one  with a few years of turn-

ing give him an opportunity 

to help them improve in that 

area they are lacking with a 

veteran turner...often offer-

ing his own skill and know-

lege ...free of charge. Some 

turners will try to make a 

buck and thatõs ok, Ray 

 loves turning so much that 

he is happy to freely share 

what he has learned over the 

years.  

       He assures us that no 

one will know you have an 

area of  skill or knowledge in 

need of improvement, 

though don't we all? He will 

not go about saying òso and 

so really has some bad habits 

with the skewó or ò I donõt 

know how J. J. ever finished 

a bowl, his gouge practices 

are so badó!  

      So if you have some area

(s) of turning in need of im-

provement, give Ray a call!! 

Itõs a win/ win situation.  

   Disclaimer:  Ray does not 

give advice on how to get the 

wife to allow more shop 

time...  

Recently,  I got an order for a pen with Bethlehem Olivewood for a gift, 

needed in a few days. I usually have it on hand, however I had only one 

blank left. Well, Murphys law comes into play... yet again. I blew out 

my first blank in a long, long time. I sent out an email to 6 local DAW 

members, who I know make pens regularly, explaining I had a blank 

alert!. In one day I received a response from most of them and had a 

blank in my hand the next day, finished the pen and had it to the cus-

tomer by the weekend.  Just another example of the kindness of sharing 

among the members of our club and the woodturning community.                                                                                                                                                          

Glenn McCullough 
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Jennifer Shirley All Day Demo  

     DAW had the luxury of a visit by Jenni-

fer Shirley, a fellow turner/ artist, on May 

12th, 2010. Jennifer is the recipient of 

an Educational Grant from The 

American Association of Woodturners, 

a studio assistant and instructor at 

Marc Adams School of Woodworking 

in Franklin, Indiana and an instructor 

at the Anderson Ranch in Colorado.  

    The day started with donuts, bagels 

and coffee, of course, but that was the 

last likeness to an ordinary day. The 

hours following were truly a one of a 

kind opportunity. It looked like this:  

We saw a slide presentation of her 

past work, as well as current projects.  

. 
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    We then saw her chuck a piece of wood, 

cut the tenon and then turned a stunning 

small vessel on which she later  demon-

strated a texture application. She shared 

some very good tool making experience 

and passed some of the tools around that 

she made. One, (below) is a high tech in-

strument that got a lot of attention. It is a 

manual dust extractor?!  

 

 

 

       
       

     Jennifer followed that 

by making a platter with  

a recess and border bead 

surrounding a mirror 

that serves as a wall 

hanging, not for food. 

She showed how she 

used hot glue and a 

home made jig  (right) to 

hold the platter for fin-

ishing the bottom. We 

saw how she painted it 

with milk paint and used 

a power carver to remove painted ma-

terial to create textures and patterns.  
 

     Then we saw a series of  wood burning 

techniques and tools. She shared her many 

different pens and tips (left) preferences, 

many of which she made herself.  We lis-

tened, as she explained the many advan-

tages and drawbacks of her tools and how 

each may impact the finished design. There 

are many types of power carving tools, in-

cluding high and low speed as well as tur-

bine carvers, they too, were here to see.  

      If you missed this one, you missed a 

fortune of  knowledge you only experience 

first hand.  

                               Thanks Jennifer!!!  

 

      


